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Prods ia effectually mureled. 1 has} c., 
him | ‘no function, no duty, distinct from ‘that of a’) 


|'Grand Jury... We are-tiot, contending forthe} 


|| fight of assailing individuals ; “if the Préss dées"| “ ; 
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-aoments. If 
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that, it is responsible in a Court ‘of \Justice, 
and most be prepared to prove all it'has said, 
and disprove, moreover, the Tegal presumption 
of malice. But, in:commenting upon the pub- 
lic action of public’ bodies, we insist that Pis 
not fettered by any such technical requirc- 
© Press cannot denoutice corrup- 

mon Council, or in Congress, 
upon a well-grounded ‘conviction of its exist- 
ence, without being able and willing to go into 
Court and prove corruption upon individual 
members, then the Press, as Sanction of the 
| public welfare, “is utterly uscless. For if he 
shas such evidence, an Editor is bound to lay it 
before the Grand Jury under oath, and that 
tribunal will do what the Press cannot—~punish 
the guilty parties. 

There is nota newspaper in the world that 
practically adopts such a theory as the one im- 
plied in the objections we are Considering. 
Every journal denounces abuses, condemns 
Wrongs and brands corruption upon evidence 
that produces a moral conviction.of the justice 
of its action, “whether that evidence 
amount to legal. proof or not. The 
Tribune, rang Ne should “be ‘excepted, 
moral  conyictions of all 
kinds, and makes sheer malignity the motive 
of its reckless‘ diatribes, There may possibly 


be other: eae which; in strict justice, should 
| be 


thé benefit of the same exception ; 
» have been < y clamorous in claim- 
“But no. journal which acts upon any 


but 


definite and recognized idea of the functions 


+ be needed for the ac- 
the Committee 

nt they will be granted. 
lesigne to cover, and 
28, we are not 


+ from that of a 


sis likely to en- 
the me pan sof it dary. There 
in which wen 
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and responsibilities of the Public Press—none 
which aims to be anything more than the con- 
duit and vehicle of private rancor, but claims 
position as a censor of public manners and «4 
guardian of the public good, can doubt that its 
sphere of action is something very different 
Court “of law. It is 
its special and peculiar duty -to .de- 
mounce abuses which Courts’ of Justice 
cannot. reach,—to invoke « the. penalty | of 
public indignation upon’ offences which Grand 


, Juries cannot indict, and thus to: bring under 


punishment crimes which, from technical de- 
fects or lack of legal proof, evade the pillory 
and the prison. When the London Times de- 

nounced the mismanagement and imbecility 


* }-which paralyzed the .British Army. in the 


Criméa, 'it-did so upon a moral conviction of 
their existence: and it. never held itself under 


| any obligation to produce specific proof, admis- 


sible in Courts of Justice, in Courts-Martial, 
“or before a Commission of Parliament, to es- 
tablish its statements... Yet the - inquiries of 
‘these tri , earnestly and fathfully 


‘| pushed—established conclusively the truth of 


its averments and the justice of its denuncia- 
tions, and its course was unanimously approved 
by the great body of the people. A similar 
‘issue, we are entirely confident, will follow our 
own action in regard tothe matters now before 
the Congressional Committee of Investigation. 
ee 
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"quite as strenuously as the Trish, American can. 
But the wrong we have. to is an. abuse 
within an abuse,—a refinement upon the cor- 
‘rupt and degrading system of making office the 
reward of party service. Besides confining 
these appointments to the: successfal party, it 
still further confines them toa particular class 
in that party. It is: not simply Democrats,— 
but Zrish Demecrate,—who are alone admitted 
to the ranks of the Brooklyn Police, under the 
new régime of Mayor Pow. and the. Alder- 
men who are associated with him in ‘the work 
of reform. If the American denounces the one 
abuse, should he not, upon the same principle, 
denounce with equal emphasis, the other-also ? 


But our neighbor puts in another.plea, It 
objects to depriving adopted citizens of any 
portion of the ‘‘ benefits and blessings of the 
} Constitution.” So long as they are.‘ invited 
here,” and guaranteed equality of rights with 
other citizens, it is held to be ** in very: bad 
taste to keep the word of promise to the ear” 
and break it‘to the hope.” We will admit the 
eonclusiveniess of this reply, whenever our 
friend will point us to that clause of the Consti- 
tution which guarantees to. Irishmen the sole and 
exclusive right of to office. We 
are not objecting to the sppointment of Irish- 
men, it must” ‘be —but simply to 
the exclusion of everybody. else..... If. they have 

been “‘imvited” here undersuch's guarantee,— 


if the Constitution gives them the monopoly of 


n-'| offie6)-A6tus see. the bond. ‘The’ American 


or on ay a not be re- 


important sources of our. national prosperity. 
It is of little use to build the best ships in’ the 
world, if we cannot man them after they are 
built, Congress long ago passed # law, the 
ebject of which was to encourage the growth 
of native seamen, compelling every vessel to 
carry two-thirds Americans her crew ; 
the penalties for violating the law are heavy, 


‘but, it being impracticable, itis never observed, 


and has been a dead statute these thirty years. 
An attempt.to enforce.it would put an end to 
our foreign commerce. <A ‘ship's crew com- 
posed of two-thirds Americans is a thing al- 
most unheard of at the present day, partica- 
larly with ships sgiling from this’ port; and a 
law requiring every hotel to employ two-thirds 
American waiters would not be, practically, 
more senseless and difficult of observance. 
Instead of repealing the existing bill in re- 


lation to the-manning of our ships, as a useless 
‘and impracticable regulation, attempts have 


lately heen made to: pass a new one which 


would otily tend “to increase the Gmbarrass- 
‘ments of our sbip-owners, without. affording 


them. any,relief,. A bill is now before Con- 
gross, which was introduced at the last session 
by Mr, Perron, Chairman of the Committee 
on Commérce;’ and which the ‘New-York 
Chamber of Commerce has approved, compel- 
ling évery ship to carry a certain number of 
apprentices. The object of the bill, of course, 
is to raise up a class of men who, being thor- 
oughly trained to the sea, and unfit for any 
other service, willalways be on hand, when 
they are wanted, ‘to man our © merchant 
and national ships.. We.will not say anything 
as to the humanity of such a scheme, but its 
practicability strikes. us. as more questionable | 
than the éxisting law intended to effect the 
same object. There.is now-no law which pre- | 
yents our ship-owners ftom taking as many 
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the passage from their places of busiziess’ to’ 
their firesides, without having their throats cu, 
by footpads, or thelr’ hair turned prematurely 
gray from terror. 

We have.a moral conviction also that in spite. 
of the Tribune’s nervous advice that every man 
should rush to arms in self-defence, the price 


Yet. we think the fact is} 
| susceptible \proof that ‘quite s* number of} 
inoffensive and unarmed persons have achieved |. 
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—Bodies Recovered. 
~~ By the artival in‘ town of Eowand Wanvr 
"ea, wtp pas nen tema g apateatoard, 
possession of full particulars of the ot 


of deadly weapons has not materially advanced ‘ ‘the disables 


nor have we observed any of the lamp-posts in 


Broadway adorned with a pendant magistrate or | 


policeman. Strangest of all, Mayor Woop. 
still tives. No Vigilance Committee has yet 


been organized, nor are there any symptoms of. P 
an approaching earthquake. The old ladies |! 


whom the. Tribune frightened are doing as well: 
as could be expected,—and on the whole New-, 
York: -is still’ considered a safe place for sober 
and discreet strangers to visit. 


Axri-Orens.—Thete is no music 50 onticitig 
to the ears of New-York as the tinkle-tinkle-- 


tinkle of sleigh bells, and while the sleighing.| ; 
_lasts, the Italians will have to warble to empty 


benches. The Carnival in our streets is much 
more enjoyable than the Carnival of Venice, 
It is agreeable enough to see Lucrezia Borgia 
gliding npon the ‘stags Ina gondola; but it is. 

nothing to the splendid pageant to be seen in 


Mayes, where she 

2 hell orine Bape Boris Bae tke se 

the 84 of December. “Bhs took on board st ¢ 
copper, iron and turtle shell, part of which W: 
signed to J. W. Huspazp & Co., of this City. 
Gonaives she received the balance of her 

wood, and sailed for New-Yor! 


“probably, aay th ma crew: list, t 
‘Tow, belonged in Chicago. A Scent ee 


name “ James W. Kwox,”" came ashore; pai: 
pet-bag, with the name ‘‘ Damm, Knox” engr 


Sohbet ome poe moname. The | 


Broadway, where sleigh loads of beautiful wo- }', 


men are constantly flying past, to the merry: ['d 
music of silver-bells. We very, much fear.that.} 


the snow’ will prove a dampér to the Opera: } her 


The. fine. sleighing on the avenues, the:soft 


weather, arid mulled wine, will prove stronger | b 
attractions for our nocturnal pleasure-seekers } 


than the syrens of the Academy of Music. 


a 

Conoress.—In the Senate yesterday, Mr. 
Gresn, the new Senator from Missouri in the 
place of Arcuison, appeared and took his seat, 
A petition was presented from the Geographi- 
| cal Society of this City, protesting against the 
three-dollar and three-cent pieces, and pray- 
| ing that none but decimal coins may be issued 
| from. the Mint. The Submarine 
bill was taken up, and a long debate took place 


apprentices, or boys, as they may deem profita- | in reference to it, without-any definite action. 


ble, and, if they do not find it profitable to take | 


them, a compulsory law would not. render it 
any more eo..Boys cannot be.compelled'to go to 
seg, nor can apprentices be forced to continue 
the life of a sailor, if it proves distasteful to 
them, when their apprenticeship is at an end. 


boy to send him to sea against his will, to keep | 
him under a cruel and tyrannical master, and | 
allow him no opportunities to escape from a 
way of life which may be unsuited to his incli- | 
nations and repulsive to his natural taste, would | 


‘be as inhuman. and cruel as it would be im- | °Te8S¢ the number of poll 
politic. The compulsory apprenticeship sys- | 


tem is, in all its phases, entirely repugnant to 
the spirit of our institutions and of the times, | 


In the House, the matter of the refusal of 


the Tues Correspondent to answer. certain: | 


questions of the Corruption Investigating Com- 


"mittee: occupied the» dey. A very full report 


of the proceedings, which we have alluded to 


! ' elsewhere, will be found under our telegraphic i 
To put it into the power of the guardian of a : 


head. va 
rrr 


Tue Leeistarone.—In thé Nasinth,-phamen 


* day; eae poripeere y presented from | © 


citizens of Ohio 

| tional bridge. Notice was given of bills to in- 
in this City, 

' and to incorporate the Pure Milk Company. 
In the Assembly, a variety of petitions were 


presented, anda report was made in favor of 


and, if attempted to be enforced'.in our mer- | an amendment to the Constitution relative to 


cantile marine, it 
miserable failure. 
It is-very curious: that:while this special bill 
is before Congress, having for its object the 
creation of American’ seamen,’ another law 


would not fail to be a 


which was passed for the same avowed purpose | | ’ Pennsylvania, |" 
. which we pala in ben oa, hg his |. 


is bn the point of being: abolished, or at least 
op eee eninge. is-now under dis- 
cussion, ‘The law giving a bousty to. cod ‘and 
mackerel. fishermen. was passed because the 
fisheries were supposed to be the best nurseries 
for seamen, and the- bounty given to them was 
to foster ‘their growth. “But the day has gone 
by for-.special legislation to benefit a. class. 
Shipowners must manage their affairs as other 
men do, and if they think it will be beneficial 
to their interests to take apprentices in their 
ships; let them’do it ; all they have a right to 
ask of Congress is.to be let alone. 

That something must be done towards im- 
‘the character of our seamen, and in- 
their numbers, is undeniable ; but this 

Sen Eas ih dens ty einapcldlen. It inn.cane 
in which force would be wretchedly misapplied. 
The only way in which. men‘can be lured on 
ship board ‘and induced to become seamen, is 
to offer them a recompense equal to that offered 
by other employments. At present sailors have 
smaller pay, compared with the work they 
perform, than any other class of laborers, and 
their occupation is amore degraded one. High 


wages alone would not be sufficient to tempt 


young men to the life of a'sailor; there must. 
be something to excite their ambition, to stimu- 
late them to exertion. ‘The “ last infirmity of 
a noble mind” is as strong in the nature of sea- 
men as in that of statesmen.or scholars. 
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BLL says that the ts pride and dignity of New- 
agg not permit her to consent to any 


Is.. ia: not the first time. 
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way of what would: be commendable and 


"| proper. Governor Newaxz says if the benefits 


of opinion upon mech abet en a 
forth the indignation of reget get 
thus do harm. But nobody should w 

| better than an Editor the 
plea. - It is the injustice of euch @ppol 

om { —-and not comment upon it, n- | 
->dignation. Indeed our commenté lave been 


of an extended commerce enure. to. New- 
York, we must be content to abide by what- 


ever evils follow in its train. But, New-Jersey 


appelate jurisdiction in County Courts: The 
Supply bill was then debated until the adjourn 
ment, 
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The Meat Markets. 
As might be expécted, there was a small 
supply of beef cattle offered at Forty-fourth-street. 
yesterday, but it turned out that but few were 
wanted, and of the 768 on sale in the morning 
scarcely three-fourths were sold, and their places 
were partly filled at least by fresh arrivals over the 
Erie Railroad. There was a tittle rise in prices, 
but nothing like what was expected. A consider- 
able number of droves are on the way, which will 
be able to get in during the week, 20 that notwith- 
standing the sevexs snow-blockade which has shor- 
tened the supply ef oysters and of almost 
thing else, we seem to be in little danger of lacking: 
for beef. Mutton is a little scarcer than usual, but 
this will not last long. 


Seen OR 


Tricks or Taape.—Two cases have recent- 
ly turned up in our Marine Court, which show that} 
some of our wholesale dealers are.in the habit of 
indemnify ing themselves fer the allowance which 
the custom of trade obliges them te make their re- 
tail brethren, by unwarranted deductions from the 
weight and measure of the commodities supplied. | 

The firat of these cases, that of Joyce vs. Bates 
and others, was an action for the recovery 


that they had received the 

bales.of this material, but denied nevertheless that 
anght. was due to the plaintiff em account of it- 
They proved by several witnesses that upon open- 
‘ing the said bales they found each bale covered 
with some half-dozen wrappers which averaged 
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the rigging. They then left the scene of the wreck, | 


to save themselves from perishing, some of hee sane 
pany having their ears and faces 
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the beach. Among the iron in the run of the: 
were found’ two 


fortunate men are in.charge of Czazuzs Lewis, Esq., 
the Coroner; who wiil have-them interred iin 


buris?- ground of the Methodist Church at tong f 
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